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Tomorrow’s Growth Begins Today 
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I am so inspired by all the energy that is emanating from our club!  Everyone is jumping into the new year 
with enthusiasm and wonderful plans for their committees and departments.  

We had an awesome first general meeting in January at the Safety Harbor Library with 51 attendees.  Susan 
and her membership committee did a great job with reorganizing tables every few minutes to accommodate 
our seven guests (or potential members, as we like to call them).   

Each of our departments had productive mini-meetings that night and many of them have subsequently had 
even more productive separate meetings. Under the guidance of our First Vice President, we had a 
successful (and delicious) department chairmen’s meeting to answer questions and get everyone fired up for 
the service that is the core of our club.  

But it is not all work and no play.  We have already had Book Club, Supper Club, Girls’ Night Out, Kimberly 
Home Scrapbooking and Movie Night.  Lunch Bunch is Friday, February 5th which is also WEAR RED DAY.  
You could also wear red on the Ft. Myers Murder Mystery Train Trip this weekend. 

Our Membership and Fundraising committees have met and are busy planning upcoming events.  The Palm 
Social on February 21st will be an excellent time to invite all your friends who wonder why you have such a 
good time volunteering.  The garage sale on March 6th is a chance to donate all the stuff you would like to 
live without and help out the club at the same time. Please check the reports in this newsletter for details. 

Thanks to Patti Snyder and her Public Relations committee, we were in the newspaper. Fran and Debbie 
and the reporting team have spent many hours polishing up the reports detailing all the fantastic things we 
accomplished in 2009.  Sharon has been slaving away on Board minutes and meeting minutes and Robin 
has patiently revamped the budget a number :) of times.  We will be presenting the budget for your approval 
at the February general meeting so bring your reading glasses. 

The District Arts & Craft Festival will be Feb 24th at the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club.  The cost is $16, which 
includes a lunch of chef salad, fruit, chocolate brownie with raspberry sauce and whipped cream. The 
deadline is the day after our meeting so if you would like to attend, bring your check made out to NPWC.   

I look forward to seeing you all at the Safety Harbor Library on February 16th at 6 p.m.  We will be hearing 
about Women’s Heart Health from the Home Life Department and our in house expert, Michelle Menasce. 

Happy   Month! 
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Welcome to our newest member Marta Velna. 
Marta joined at the January meeting.  Some of 
you may know her as your AAA travel agent.  She 
lives in Palm Harbor with her husband of 20 
years, Tom.  Marta is originally from Hudson, MA 
and has lived in Florida for 25 years.   

Roswita Schmeidt will be undergoing surgery on 
her rotator cuff on February 17th.  Please keep 
her in your thoughts and prayers and we will keep 
you posted on how we can help her out after 
surgery. 

We are looking forward to The Palm Social on 
February 21st!  Invitations have gone out to 
approximately 30 guests.  Even if you are not 
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bringing a guest, you are welcome…it is for 
everybody!  This is a great opportunity for our 
newer members to get to know us and to learn 
more about the club and Federation.  Please 
let me know if you are bringing a guest so I 
can have a head count. 

Mark you calendars for our Bowling Social on 
the evening of February 27th.  An email will be 
forthcoming with details and a signup at the 
meeting 

As always, watch the club calendar on the 
website for up-to-date social information. 

 

 

 
Newsletter Deadline  

The deadline for submissions to the March club 
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newsletter is Wednesday, March 3rd.  
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�   Painting is the grandchild of nature. 
                                             Rembrandt 
  
The Arts Department has been extremely busy 
this past month planning projects and activities 
for the year. We have an awesome Dept. and are 
looking forward to a productive and fun year 
ahead. 
 
For starters, in conjunction with the Juniorettes, a 
"Create 3 Bras for the Artful Bra Project" has 
been planned at their meeting on Feb. 11th in 
Safety Harbor. We are supplying the materials 
and the Juniorettes will be enthusiastically 
constructing the bras.  
 
 Also, space is still available for the Tampa Bay 
Symphony, 8:00 P.M. performance, on Feb. 23rd 
at Ruth Eckerd Hall.  Let Patti Snyder know by 
Feb. 14th so she can have Carolyn Waidley obtain 
tickets at $10 each. 
 
You also still have time to plan on seeing the 
Murder Mystery dinner theater production at 
Countryside High School on Feb. 26 at 7:00 P.M. 
Jane Hussar is the contact person for this activity. 
Cost for this is $20.  

 
 Put March 1st on your calendars as well for 
Ballroom Dance lesson and Margarita Party at 
Fred Astaire Dance Studios in Safety Harbor at 
7:00 P.M. Please let Patti Snyder know if you're 
dancing shoes are ready for this!! It will prove to 
be a fun evening-no prior dance experience is 
necessary. The staff is offering this to us at no 
cost so, plan on coming and let's make it a fun 
night! 
 
Last, but not least, on March 13th  is the outing at 
the St. Petersburg Museum of Fine Arts for the 
Botero exhibit and "Flowers in Bloom." We are 
meeting at 9:00 A.M. at the Northwood 
Starbucks, having walk through time upon arrival, 
tour with docent at noon, and lunch in Cafe at 
1:00 P.M. So far, we have 12 signed up and 1 
maybe!  Come and join us - it will be a delightful 
day! Cost is $12 plus lunch - Please RSVP to 
Patti Snyder by Feb. 20th as Phyllis needs to 
secure tickets. 
 
Watch your Club calendar and upcoming 
newsletter for more noteworthy events and 
projects! 
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� January was a busy month for the Conservation 
Department with five members and two friends 
helping build 24 oyster domes for Tampa Bay 
Watch (see February for more opportunities), 8 
members and 5 guests met for a salad 
supper/motivational message stuffing party and 
filled 151 tubes with goodies to be given out by 
Neighborhood Family Services, Davis 
Elementary, and Countryside Special Education.  
We also delivered 24 snuggle pads, and a huge 
bag of towels and blankets to Suncoast Animal 
League for their rescued pups and kitties. 
 

Mark your calendar:      

�  2/11  Windlasses, Wags, & Whiskers      

�  2/13 Palm Harbor Library - Edible 
Yards     2 P. M. 

�  Tampa Bay Watch - Oyster Bars - 9 A.M. 
on 2/10,12,17,19,22 (must contact 
Rachel at rarndt@tampabaywatch.org) 

�  2/20 Mutt March - Dunedin Highlander 
Park 11 to 4 go to the website 
suncoastanimalleague.org for more 
information 

�  2/20 Electronic Recycling - Seminole 
Home Depot     9 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
3/6  St. Petersburg Home Depot 
3/13   Clearwater Home Depot 

�  4/17 & 18 Honeymoon Earth Day 
Celebration 

 
     Bring your donations for dogs and cats 

to the February meeting. We are also 
collecting pop tops from cans.  
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January was a busy month!  

�  Several members of the Education 
department took a tour of the PACE 
facility on Thursday, January 21st – what 
a wonderful program! PACE provides 
girls and young women an opportunity for 
a better future through education, 
counseling, training and advocacy. We 
will be supporting this program 
throughout the year. At the March general 
meeting, we will be collecting: 

 
o Deodorant 
o Toothpaste 
o Toothbrushes 
o Body lotion 
o Body spray 
o Feminine Hygiene Products 

To learn more about PACE in Pinellas, go to 
http://www.pacecenter.org/pinellas 

Debbie Struk, chairman of the Learning at the 
Laundromat project, hosted a pizza party for the 
Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) at 
Countryside High School. The girls signed that 
big poster that Jane Hussar made. The pizza 
party was great. Lots of girls. And those that 
couldn't come (track started) said to save them 
some for the next day.  

 

 

 

Laura, Alana, Debbie, Judy, Jane, Sandi, and 
Dottie helped say “Thank You” to the FFEA club 

Please join us going forward: 

�  Countryside High School need volunteers 
to read to ESOL students during period 3, 
8:51-9:39 A.M. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and/or Friday.  Contact Jane 
Hussar with your interest to serve. 
hussarj@pcsb.org�

�  In celebration of Library Lovers Day (also 
known as Valentine’s Day), the Education 
department will be presenting the Safety 
Harbor Library staff with a basket of 
goodies to say “Thank You” from North 
Pinellas Woman’s Club.�

�  We will be participating in the Read 
Across America at Dunedin Elementary 
on March 2nd. We will also be reading to 
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Head Start classes in Dunedin for 
Read Across America celebration. You 

can sign up at the March meeting. �
�
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The Home Life Dept will be hosting the Feb 
meeting.  

Our very own Michelle Menasce will be 
speaking on Heart Health.  Michelle is a 
registered Nurse and worked at Morton Plant 
Hospital until she retired a couple years ago. 

 If possible we would like everyone to bring a 
can good that will be donated to the food 
pantry. 

Wear your red in support of heart health. 

  

The International Affairs department is proud to 
present its members Ayse Ildir, Elaine Kirkhoff, 
Maria Mallot, Roswieta Schmiedt, Donna Watts, 
Alice Prendergrast, Lynn Romano, and possibly 
Donna Unger.  Co-chairing the dept are Linda 
Kiburz and Michelle Menasce. 
 
We held our first meeting on Monday, January 
25th to get to know each other better and decide 
on the course of action for 2010. 
  
1 - Haiti Disaster Relief will remain our main focus 
throughout the year. More at the general meeting. 
There will be a shoe collection for Soles 4 Souls, 
a charitable company, which will send the goods 
to Haiti via Foot Solutions stores in Clearwater 
and Largo.  There will be a box at the general 
meeting. The shoes can be "gently used". 
  
2 - Heifer- will be an ongoing project.  At each 
general meeting, we will continue to collect 
"dollars and cents" for this worthwhile 
organization.  Look for the Heifer boxes on the 

tables. 
  
3 -International Cookbook- Elaine came up with 
the wonderful idea of making a cookbook. The 
sales of which would go to the charities of our 
choice (yet to be determined). It seems that we 
need the cooperation of the entire membership to 
implement this project. 

�  We need volunteers to be on the 
International Cookbook Committee. 

�  We need volunteers to draw up a design 
for the front cover of the book.  Perhaps, 
it could be done through a contest? The 
selected drawing would then be turned 
over to Nancy Miller for the final touch 
before the committee's approval.  

�  Please start looking for some of your 
favorite international recipes.  More on 
that later. 

  
It is going to be an exciting year...  Thanks for all 
you can do to make a difference in this world. 
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 Feb. 7-13 is National Salute to Veterans Week.  

Please collect grocery coupons for our 
military  and place them in the Public Affairs 
Committee box at our meetings.  Coupons can 
even be expired two months.  If you can trim 
them that is even better.  We will be looking for 
volunteers to cut out the coupons.  Help support 
our military families on limited incomes while they 
risk their lives so that we can have freedom and 
safety here in the United States. 

Send a free printed postcard to U.S. military  

personnel overseas showing your support and 
appreciation for their service to our country.  It is 
free and easy. Let our military know you care.  Go 
to www.LetsSayThanks.com  

Please remember to collect items for our 
troops overseas .  We will put together bags for 
our troops at our June meeting and would like to 
start collecting items now.  We are collecting 
personal hygiene products, snacks, DVDs, CDs, 
pens, hair bands/clips, individual tea/cocoa/coffee 
and individually wrapped candy like tootsie pops. 
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Public Affairs con’t 

Check out the web site 
www.SewMuchComfort.org    Our club is 
supporting our disabled military personnel by 
supplying clothing and seamstresses for the 
adapted clothing provided free to our military.  
This web site explains the details.  If you would 
like to donate clothing, be a seamstress, iron, or 
tear outside seams please contact Laura Bentz . 

The File of Life  shown at the Jan. meeting is 
available free to the City of Clearwater residents, 
over 50 years old, at all city libraries and 
recreation centers.  The File of Life provides 
critical medical and health information to 
emergency personnel.  There is also a bilingual 
packet available by calling 562-4830. 

The Public Affairs Department  is collecting 
old cell phones and chargers.   Phones are 
issued to seniors to call 911 in case of an 
emergency.  Every phone that can be recharged 
can be a lifesaver for a senior. 

Are you tired of getting calls from 
telemarketers?   You can stop them by 
registering on www.DoNotCall.gov or call 888-
382-1222.  Are you not sure if you already 
registered or want to file a complaint?  Go to the 
same web site. 

Safety recall information  - This month be aware 
of the Toyota recall due of an accelerator 
pedal sticking or being hard to depress.  Call 1-
800-331-4331 for details.  Many children's jewelry 
items have been found to contain high levels of 
the toxic metal cadmium and have been recalled. 
Infant strollers have also been recalled.  For more 
information about these items and more go to 
the web site www.cpsc.gov  

The Community Resource Fair  was held Jan. 
26th at Clearwater High for immigrants and 
refugees seeking information about citizenship 

and other community resources.  Forty vendors 
offered services to over three 
hundred participants.  Thank you to Laura Bentz, 
Rodie Lazaro, Alana MacBain, and Joan Yetman 
for helping with registration at this event. 

Driver Safety -  Refresher courses are offered for 
drivers older than 50.  This course is given in six 
or eight hour sessions and must be completed 
before submitting it to your insurance company 
for a possible rate deduction.  Classes are $14.  
AARP members receive a $2 discount.  To find a 
class and register call 1-888-227-7669 or go to 
www.aarp.org/drive . This web site also has 
information about an online course. 

�

Joan Yetman, Rodie Lazaro, Laura Bentz and Alana 
MacBain at Community Resource Fair registration 

table held at Clearwater High School Jan. 26th. 
 

Items to bring to the February meeting:  
grocery coupons, old cell phones, personal sized 
toiletries, new shirts, gently used shirts, 
inexpensive reading glasses, unwanted arts & 
craft supplies and new white socks. 

�
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Our February book club will meet Tuesday, 
February 9th. We begin at 6:45 P.M. with social 
time and 7:00-8:30 P.M. for book discussion & 
refreshments. Jeanette Robson will be hosting 
the book club discussion of The Help by Kathryn 
Stockett. Please RSVP Jeanette  by the Sunday 
before the meeting. Discussion questions will be 
emailed to all attendees by the Monday 
prior to the meeting. All members are invited to 
submit questions. 

For a complete schedule of book club meetings, 
guidelines and the books we are reading you can 
find us on the web at: 

http://www.northpinellaswc.org/book-club.html 

 

March Meeting Date Change 

Please note that the March book club meeting is 
changed from Tuesday, March 9th to THURSDAY, 
MARCH 11th. 
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By Jane Hussar 

When disasters happen, people give with their 
hearts. Make sure you use your head as well to 
avoid giving your money to a scam, rather than 
the true cause. 

Following the tips below can help ensure your 
money is going where you intended. 

�  Ask the full name of the organization. 
�  Check their mission and how the money 

will be spent. 
�  Listen to your instincts 

�  Always give a check payable to the 
organization, never to an individual. 

�  Avoid giving cash. 
�  Check if they are a registered charity 

(they must be in Florida) by calling 1-800-
435-7352 or www.800helpfla.com. 
Donations are tax deductible if given to 
credible charities so ask if the donation is 
tax deductable. 

�  Don’t be pressured.  

Need help or think you have been scammed? 
Call Justice & Consumer Service at 464-6200.  
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Eight members and five guests met for a salad 
supper/motivational message stuffing party and filled 
151 tubes with goodies to be given out by 
Neighborhood Family Services, Davis Elementary, and 
Countryside Special Education. �

2nd Vice President, Susan Petersen, recognizing 
some of our newest members at our January meeting: 
Marge Hassett, Laura, Connelly, Marlene Casey and 
Donna Watts. 
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Items to bring to the next  

meeting: 

�  Box Tops for Education 

�  Hotel Size Toiletries 

�  Grocery Coupons 

�  Dog/Cat Donations 

�  New/Used Shirts 

�  Canned Goods 

 

***See individual reports for complete 

lists and details.  

GFWC North Pinellas Woman’s 

Club, Inc 

2008 Overall Outstanding  

Club of the Year  

2008 Club of the Year  

Membership Cat. 3 

GFWC Florida Federation of 

Women’s Clubs 
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Please do not use our Membership Roster or email list for business solicitation purposes or make it available to those outside the club for such purposes.  If you 

would be interested in advertising your business to our club members, please let the Public Relations Committee know and we will include you in a Member Services 

Directory in our yearbook to be distributed to all members. Thank you for your cooperation. 

�

Dates to Remember  
For More Details: http://www.northpinellaswc.org/calendar.html�

Feb. 8 – Domestic Violence Committee Meeting, 6 p.m., Jane Hussar’s 

Feb. 9 – Book Club, 6:45 p.m., Jeanette Robson’s 

Feb. 11 – Public Affairs Dept. Meeting, 7:00 P.M., Laura Bentz’s 

Feb. 16 – General Meeting, 6 p.m., Safety Harbor Library 

Feb. 18 – Cooking Connection, 6:00 P.M., Rodie Lazaro’s 

Feb. 21 – Palm Social, 2:00 P.M., Susan Petersen’s 

Feb. 22 – Girl’s Night Out, Details TBA 

Feb. 23 -  Night at the Symphony, 8:00 P.M., Ruth Eckerd Hall 

Feb. 24 – District 14 Arts & Crafts Meeting, 10:00 A.M., St. Petersburg WC Clubhouse 

Feb. 27 – Bowling Night, Time TBA, Dunedin Lanes 

Mar. 1 – Ballroom Dance Lesson & Margarita Party, 7:00 P.M., Fred Astaire Studio 

Mar. 2 – Board of Directors Meeting, 7:00 P.M., Fran Falkenhayn’s 

Mar. 3 – Newsletter Submission Deadline 

Mar. 5 – Lunch Bunch, 11:30 A.M., Restaurant TBA 

Mar. 6 – Garage Sale Fundraiser, Time TBA, Alana MacBain’s 

Mar. 8 – 10 – Legislative Days, Tallahassee 

Mar. 11 – Book Club, 6:45 P.M., Diana Raymond’s 

Mar. 13 – St. Petersburg Fine Arts Museum & Lunch, 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

Fundrai sing – Debi Birkenhauer  

Parliamentarian – Sue Sell 

Immediate Past Pres. – Fran Falkenhayn 

Breast Cancer Pillow Project – Jeanne 

Stephenson 

Domestic Violence – Jane Hussar 

Webmaster – Debbie Stitt 

Woman’s Heart Health – Sandy Incorvia 

Yearbook – Cathy Stein 

Scrapbook – Laurie Auth & Debbie Struk 

 

Presi dent – Alana MacBain  

President Elect – Open 

First V.P. – Jeanne Stephenson 

Second V.P. – Susan Petersen 

Secretary – Sharon Williams 

Treasurer – Robin Romblad 

Member-At-Large – Patti Boylan 

Public Relations – Patti Snyder 

Com. - Newsletter – Debbie Stitt 

Leadership – Debbie Struk 

N P W C  2 0 1 0  O F F I C E R S  &  S P E C I AL  C H AI R S   


